
Revision support for parents 

• From Year 5 onwards we teach revision skills of several kinds.

• Your child will become increasingly adept at revision as they travel through 
the school. They need to rehearse, retrieve and practise.

• Your child will learn what works best for them – please ask them to tell you.

• We have put together some trigger questions and examples to support you in 
securing good revision habits at home.

• All examples are taught at Ossie’s in lessons. In Years 5 and 6 we will do most 
revision in class. In Years 7 and 8 we expect children to take revision aids 
home for more independent learning too.



‘Just a minute’
The classic radio game and adapts it to almost any topic for a test. Your child has to talk for a 
minute on the given term/topic – no pauses, no hesitations. Use a self-created mind-map to 
support. We often make these mind-maps in school for history and geography. 



Change the words into your own words.

• Helps your child to really 
understand notes and text.

• Allows you to support with 
difficult words.

• Using a highlighter is a good 
technique to secure key 
information.



Quizzing. 
An ideal vehicle to get students self-testing, which is proven to be a robust revision strategy, so 
that students can calibrate their knowledge and remembering.
At home this can involve siblings and parents. 
This happens through regular recall across all subject areas – often at the start of lessons. Your 
child will be very familiar with this ‘low stakes’ testing, five quick questions at the start of science 
lessons, for example.

Flashcards. 
Are a very familiar tool used by students. Crucially, however, too many students fail to use them 
for effective self testing. Students need to create them and then use them. 
Can work well for key vocabulary.

http://learninglab.psych.purdue.edu/downloads/2006_Roediger_Karpicke_PsychSci.pdf
http://www.gwern.net/docs/spacedrepetition/2012-hartwig.pdf


Examples of revision cards



Graphic organisers. Students need to be active in revision, not just reading their notes and 
doing some colouring in with a rainbow of highlighters. Graphic organisers are a handy to get 
students reconstructing their revision topics, making meaningful links and connections

EG:
The east and south east of China is 

densely populated

The land is flat

Easier to build infrastructure

Also, it’s coastal 

Trade links and industry



Teach me.

• Pretend you know nothing.

• Your child has to teach you 

with a blank piece of paper.

• They could have organised 

their notes first to help, using 

their book to create 

a new one page grid:



Online revision.

• Revise target topics 
with your child by 
using websites with 
home learning sections 
or with teaching videos 
such as White Rose for 
maths. 


