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What is the grammar and language of our non-chronological report?

Progressive tense The present progressive tense is formed using ‘am’ ‘is’ or ‘are’ + present participle verb and adding the –ing suffix. 

I am swimming; she is dancing; they are learning.

The past progressive tense is formed using ‘was’ or ‘were’ + present participle verb and adding the –ing suffix. 

I was swimming; she was dancing; they were learning

Perfect tense We use the present perfect tense to talk about experiences and events in the past which are true or still happening up until right now. 

I have written the date; she has swum three lengths; I have been to Paris.   

Present perfect tense uses have/has+past participle

The past perfect tense is used to talk about a completed action before something else in the past.

I had been to the park; the Titanic had sunk; it had hit an iceberg.

Technical language Specific words linked to a particular topic.  In this report these might be words like:  breeding, diet, species, behaviour.

Third Person Using third person pronouns (he, she, it).  In this report most likely it/ they.  

Simple Present 

tense

Noun + present tense verb.  Usually used in non-chronological report writing unless reporting on history.  

Snakes eat a varied diet; people hunt for elephants; the Yellow Spotted Lizard lives in the deserts of North America.

Generic, impersonal 

style

Formal, no personal pronouns (I, he, she, you).  Snakes in general not Sid my pet snake.  Often includes third person, present tense, passive voice.  

Adverbs An adverb is a word that modifies (describes) a verb (he sings loudly), an adjective (very tall), another adverb (ended too quickly), or even a whole sentence 

(Fortunately, I had brought an umbrella). Adverbs often end in -ly, but not always

Adverbials A phrase that acts like an adverb.  Used to show time (when), reason (why), manner (how) and place (where)

At dusk, the owl prepares for a night of hunting.  Due to its immense size, the elephant is relies on camouflage to deter predators.  

Colon A punctuation mark used to introduce a list.

Scientists have identified several other signs of intelligence in this unusual species: its ability to mimic the  calls of other animals; its incredible memory 

for location (it’s like an in-built GPS); a rare sense of when predators are nearby.

Is can also be used to show cause and effect in a sentence

Humans are omnivores: they eat a range of different food types. 

Tip:  colons can be used instead of because or so where they link two independent clauses. 

Colons can also be used to introduce a big idea.

The gatordon has one specific weakness: extreme heat.  

Semi-colon A punctuation mark used to link independent clauses like a co-ordinating conjunction.

Dogs are intelligent animals; they make very good pets.

Semi-colons can also be used to separate phrases in a list.  

Scientists have identified several other signs of intelligence in this unusual species: its ability to mimic the  calls of other animals; its incredible memory 

for location (it’s like an in-built GPS); a rare sense of when predators are nearby.

Subordinating 

conjunction

Conjunctions that join a subordinate clause to a main clause

AWHITEBUS   e.g. as, when, if , though, even though, because, until, since

Year 6 Spring 4  Non-chronological Report                            Knowledge 

Organiser

Introduction

(general 

background)

Aspect 1

e.g.habitat

Aspect 2

e.g. behaviour

Aspect 3

e.g. diet

Aspect 4

e.g. breeding

Aspect 5

(conclusion)

e.g. Conservation or 

you know?  


