
 Self Portrait/Photorealism – Chuck Close 

Objectives:  

 To enlarge using a grid 

 To experiment with photorealism 

techniques 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 
Grid Used to work to 

scale, breaking down 

the image into small 

incremental units 

Photorealism A painting style 

which is 

characterized by the 

highly detailed 

depiction of ordinary 

life with the 

impersonality of a 

photograph 

Self portrait A portrait that an 

artist produces of 

themselves 

Complementary 

colours 

Colours which appear 

opposite each other 

on the colour wheel 

Enlargement To produce on a 

larger scale 

Proportion The relative size of 

parts in a whole 

Observational 

Drawing 

To draw as 

accurately as 

possible from 

observation 

Chuck Close (born July 5, 1940) 

is an American painter, artist 

and photographer who achieved 

fame as a photorealist, through 

his massive-scale portraits. He 

often paints abstract portraits 

of himself and others and most 

of his early works are very 

large portraits based on 

photographs, using 

Photorealism. He suffers from 

prosopagnosia (face blindness), 

and has suggested that this 

condition is what first inspired 

him to do portraits. 

Useful websites: 

http://chuckclose.com/ 

 

Useful websites: 

“I think I was driven to paint portraits to commit 

images of friends and family to memory. I have face 

blindness, and once a face is flattened out, I can 

remember it better.”                                              

                                                               -Chuck Close 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https://blogs.wsj.com/speakeasy/2009/06/12/chuck-close-gets-perceptional/&psig=AOvVaw2aUzCIjf8HHKYtVPR_95sr&ust=1548505114591344
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https://artofericwayne.com/2018/02/02/chucking-out-chuck-close-for-allegedly-being-naughty/&psig=AOvVaw181LAz6vAzcYS_24vOVqDO&ust=1548506078267233
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https://sites.google.com/a/saddlebrookschools.org/middleschoolart/art-ii-8th/pencil-drawing-portraits&psig=AOvVaw2fiQsssygvqb-pDWeIuJMo&ust=1548507104704929
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiMhZGot5DgAhWSDmMBHZLkAdkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.affordablebritishart.co.uk/details.php?pid%3D10277&psig=AOvVaw154a_e4Nmn34kee-kedjb1&ust=1548763350033793
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/30/opinion/problem-chuck-close.html&psig=AOvVaw3Pe3w86G6MmmE916IG-FF3&ust=1548843188281975
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/portraits/chuck_close.html&psig=AOvVaw3Pe3w86G6MmmE916IG-FF3&ust=1548843188281975
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https://nga.gov.au/International/Catalogue/Detail.cfm?IRN%3D37305&psig=AOvVaw353oXlsvn_U00vu0H9uxTE&ust=1548843649493222
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://chuckclose.com/&psig=AOvVaw181LAz6vAzcYS_24vOVqDO&ust=1548506078267233

